
Small: Between 75 and 
105 undergrads per year. Medium: Between 105 

and 160 undergrads per 
year.

Large: Between 160 and 200 
undergrads per year.

Will you be over 21 by the 1st of October on the year you want to start your studies? If so, you'll count as a mature student.

Welcome to my flowchart!

This flowchart aims to help you with choosing a college at Cambridge. This is aimed at prospective undergraduates but can 
be helpful for postgraduates too. Once this flowchart has led you to a college, you can find out more about that individual 

college via:

-Official Cambridge Colleges Website: https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/colleges

-Cambridge University alternative prospectus (written by students): https://www.applytocambridge.com/colleges

-This website allows you to quickly see a lot of information about colleges (though not all the information may be accurate, 
I'm not sure who made this): https://www.whichcambridgecollege.com/

-The website of the college

Good luck! Subscribe to my channel (Ilya's Cambridge Advice) if you'd like more help with applying!

You have the option to study at a mature college, at which all the undergraduates 
are mature. You can apply to any college if you're a mature student so you don't 
need to apply to a mature college. However, if you do an open application as a 

mature student then you'll be allocated to a mature college. You're not a mature student so you won't 
be able to apply to the 3 mature colleges.

Yes, I'm a mature student

No, I am not a mature student

How big do you want your college 
to be? (in terms of people)

Do you want to apply to a mature college?

No

You've got a choice of Hughes Hall, St 
Edmund's, and Wolfson College.

Yes

All courses except 
Architecture, Medicine 

(other than the Graduate 
Course) and Veterinary 

Medicine

All courses except 
Economics, 
Mathematics

St Edmund's: All 
courses

Hughes Hall

St Edmund's

Wolfson

SmallSmall

Medium

Large

Do you want to study at a female-only college? Note that 
Lucy Cavendish will be mixed from 2021 onwards. 

No

You've got Newnham and 
Murray Edwards.

Yes

All courses except 
Economics and 

Education

Newnham

All courses except 
Education and 

Philosophy

Murray Edwards

Location? The following locations are 
relative to market square. Keep in 
mind that wherever you are, most 

things will be a 5 minute cycle away.

Location? The following 
locations are relative to market 

square. Keep in mind that 
wherever you are, most things 
will be a 5 minute cycle away.

Not central. Expect bigger grounds and 
lots of open space, and you'll probably 
want to invest in a bike if you haven't 

planned on doing so already. 
Accommodation will probably be in college 

or near college most of the time.

Quite central. Location is still quite 
convenient and sometimes might be 

closer to your department than central 
colleges. Accommodation is probably 
in or next to college almost all years.

Very central. Convenient 
location for many things such 
as shops and clubs. Expect 

tourists and your 
accommodation may not be 

central in some years.

Very central

Quite central

Not central

Quite central. Location is still 
quite convenient and 

sometimes might be closer to 
your department than central 
colleges. Accommodation is 
probably in or next to college 

almost all years.

Very central. Convenient location 
for many things such as shops 
and clubs. Expect tourists and 

your accommodation may not be 
central in some years.

Very centralQuite Central

Corpus Christi

All courses 
except Education, 
Land Economy, 
and Veterinary 

Medicine

Trinity Hall

All courses 
except 

Education

Peterhouse: All courses 
except Education, 
Geography, Land 

Economy, 
Psychological and 

Behavioural Sciences, 
and Veterinary Medicine

Magdalene: 
All courses

Sidney Sussex: 
All courses 

except Education

No

Yes

Yes

St Catharine's

All courses 
except 

Architecture, 
Education, 

History of Art 
and LinguisticsAll courses 

except Veterinary 
Medicine

All courses except 
Education, Land Economy, 

and Veterinary Medicine

King's

Christ's

Clare

All courses

Would you rather be closer to 
Sidgwick site (where most humanities 
classes are taught) or the university 
sports centre in West Cambridge?

Humanities

Selwyn: All 
courses

You've got a choice 
of Girton, Churchill, 

and Fitzwilliam.

Sport

Girton

All courses except 
Education and 
History of Art Fitzwilliam

All courses

Churchill

All courses except Land 
Economy, and 

Theology, Religion, and 
Philosophy of Religion.

Do you want the college to be 
around the river Cam?

Yes

Queens': All courses 
except Archaeology 

and PhilosophyWould you rather go to a 
college with a strong 

academic reputation or 
strong sporty reputation?

No/don't mind

Academic reputation
Sporty reputaion

You've got Jesus and 
Downing. 

You've got Emmanuel 
and Pembroke.

Pembroke

All courses

Emmanuel

All courses except Land Economy 
and the Education track 'Education, 

English, Drama and the Arts'

Downing

All courses

Jesus

All courses

Do you want to go to a 
college that is not very 
central but closest to 

the train station?

Close to train station

Homerton: 
All courses

Central

You've got a choice of 
Trinity, St John's, and 
Gonville and Caius.

Trinity

All courses 
except 

Education, and 
Veterinary 
Medicine

St John's

All 
courses

Gonville and Caius

All courses

Equidistant

You've got 
Robinson or Lucy 

Cavendish.

Lucy Cavendish

All courses

Robinson

All courses except 
History of Art

Purple boxes represent "Old" colleges, which 
were founded between 1284 and 1596.

Orange boxes represent "New" colleges, which 
were founded between 1800 and 1977.

Light blue (Cambridge blue boxes) are 
information boxes.

Red boxes are decision boxes.

Do you want to be very close 
to Sainsbury's?

Do you want your college 
to be on the river Cam?

No
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